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Overview 


Dr.Marguerite Mendell has completed her second year as 
Principal of the School of Community and Public Affairs. Dr. Daniel 
Salée, Vice-Principal, has been appointed to the School on a full- 
time basis. The School now has two permanent faculty. Perry Calce 
has completed his second year as Assistant to the Principal. 


Enrollment in the School for the period 1992-1993 was 


80. We have already accepted 25 new students for the 1993-1994 
academic year. 


This year marks the beginning of a new collaboration 
between the five Colleges in Concordia University. The Colleges 
have formed a Committee of College Principals which met several 
times last year to discuss common concerns and objectives and to 
plan joint events. College Principals also met on two occasions 
with the Dean of Arts and Sciences to explore the future 
development of College programs. This is extremely important and 
helpful since the concerns and the daily life of Colleges are 
distinct from departments. Therefore, the monthly meetings of 
Chairs is not an appropriate venue to discuss College matters. This 
initiative to create more collaboration between the Colleges is 
excellent and has already resulted in interesting, creative 
cooperation, particularly with respect to enhancing the visibility 
of Colleges within the University and with respect to student 
recruitment. Colleges participated in a joint Orientation Day in 
the fall to welcome our respective students and to present a 
broader portrait of the Colleges at Concordia: their history, 
objectives, programs, separate and shared interests. This was a 
great success, followed by a University hosted luncheon for all 
College students, faculty and support staff. We hope to hold this 
event annually. In addition, the Colleges with the support of 
Liaison, organized a "Colleges Day" in the second semester for 
CEGEP students and faculty. This was less successful, primarily 
because of the date chosen for this event. The issue of timing will 
be more carefully studied in the future. 


Pete Regimbald of Liaison is committed to a close 
working relationships with College Principals. An excellent 
pamphlet which introduces each College was produced by Liaison this 
year. There has clearly been an important turning point in the 
history of Colleges at Concordia. A new institutional framework has 


been established: the Colleges are now integrated and no longer sit 
on the sidelines as independent, somewhat isolated units in the 
University. Despite their excellent achievements over the years, 
their work and objectives have not properly been understood by the 
University community. This is now changing in very positive ways, 
due to the recommendations of the Committee on the Future of the 
Colleges directed by Dr. Charles White and due to the support and 
commitment of Dr. Gail Valaskakis, Dean of Arts and Sciences. The 
enthusiastic report of Dr. White’s committee is the basis for this 
new creative spirit and energy within the University. 


The internship program directed by Perry Calce 
continues to be successful. Remarkably, positions continue to be 
found for our students in what continue to be very hard times. This 
year, 20 out of 21 students applying for internships have been 


placed. This is a great success in a period euphemistically 
referred to as a "jobless recovery". 


The Karl Polanyi Institute of Political Economy was 
awarded a Challenge grant this year which it designated for one 


S.C.P.A. student to do research on community economic development 
in the popular sector. 


The School of Community and Public Affairs will 
host an interdisciplinary, inter-university S.S.H.R.C. Strategic 
Research Grant. Dr. Mendell was awarded $228,000 for a three year 
project on "Ethics and the Market". In addition to the five 
researchers, this project brings together a larger advisory group 
from across Canada on environmental, social and urban issues. The 
School will, therefore, host the various public events associated 


with this project. It will also involve School students wherever 
possible. 


The School, once again, enjoyed a successful and 
lively year of public events. (Please see Appendix A) This included 
invited speakers, the School Fellows Forum on Public Policy and the 


many excellent public debates and panels organized by the students 
as part of their academic program. 


Enrollment 


For 1992-1993, there were 80 actively enrolled 
students in the School. There were 10 graduates in 1992/93, 
bringing our total to 160. We are especially proud to have had 


among our graduates this year, two exemplary students, Désirée 
McGraw and Mario Dumont. 


The School received 100 applications for 1993-94, 
slightly less than last year. Of these, 45 were invited to be 


interviewed; 25 were accepted. We anticipate that 22 will actually 
register. 


The quality of School students remains high. Our 
standards for acceptance have risen over the years, not only with 
respect to academic performance, but also with respect to the 


degree of commitment to the School and its objectives. All our 
students are bilingual. 


We continue our efforts to increase enrollment. I 
noted the Colleges recruitment effort, which, was less successful 
than hoped for, but represented an important commitment to try and 
find the most appropriate way in which to attract CEGEP students 
and advisors to a Colleges recruitment event. We are especially 
grateful to Pete Regimbald and Liaison for this initiative and for 
their ongoing outreach to potential students outside Quebec. We are 
also pleased with the attention given to Colleges in the newly 
released Concordia publicity video. We have the added advantage of 


a large role given to Désirée McGraw, School graduate, in this 
video. 


The SCPA French language brochure was revised this 
year, an important tool in our independent recruitment efforts to 
approximately 140 immersion high schools outside Quebec. 


Students 


The students in the School represent many 
disciplines in the University. The majority are Political Science 
students; however, the disciplinary diversity continues to grow. A 
large percentage of School students proceed to Graduate Studies. 
(Please see Appendix B) 


Fellows 


The School has been given its second full-time 
faculty appointment. Dr. Daniel Salée, Vice-Principal, has been 
appointed Associate Professor to the School. This is a very 
significant moment in the history of the School; it now permits 
more long range planning, which was very difficult previously 
without full-time support for the Principal and the program. 


The limited term joint appointment with Political 
Science, which also previously included Communications Studies, 
ends in 1994. This position is currently held by Dr. Stephen Block. 
We must begin to plan immediately for the future, since this 
appointment was held for four years. The six credits allocated to 
the School through this appointment as well as the presence and 
involvement in School affairs must not be lost, espcially since it 
involves core courses. We must continue our efforts to consolidate 
the teaching of core courses; it remains precarious and can have 
serious effects on the integrity of the program. 


The number of active Fellows continues to expand. 
Meetings were held his academic year to discuss the overall vision 
and objectives of the School. Course related issues are discussed 
in a smaller committee of Teaching Fellows. This information is 
then conveyed to the larger group of Fellows. 


The Fellows Forum on Public Policy brings 
together students, School Fellows and the larger university 
community. This represents an important sharing and exchange of 
ongoing work by School Fellows and a venue to debate and discuss 


issues of public policy. We continue to encourage wider 
participation in this series. 


Until the School completes its appraisal in 1995, 
we are unable to more fully involve Fellows in active teaching. Our 
ongoing concern regarding how the participation of Fellows is 
viewed in their respective departments remains. However, since this 
is a common concern of all five Colleges, we have raised this with 
the Dean, who has proposed that we consult with CUFA to assure that 
this participation is positively rewarded and recognized in the 
future. For now, the School is stretching its slot courses to 
invite active teaching by Fellows and Board Members (see below). 


School Fellows continue to publish widely. 
Professor Salée recently published a monograph with Gerard Bernier 


(Université de Montréal). Many School Fellows are actively 
consulted by the media. 


Courses/Curriculum 


The curriculum consists of four components: 


1) A selection of courses offered in other 
departments, but in special sections with 
reserved space for SCPA students. 


2) SCPA seminars (one each year) 
3) The internship. 


4) Slot courses SCPA 298 and 498 


Courses offered by other Departments are outside 
the control of the School. This continues to present both short 
term and long term problems, which must be addressed. In the past, 
the minimal commitment by the Departments of History, Economics, 
Sociology and Political to reserve space for School students was 
never a difficulty. Having faced a number of problems for two 
consecutive years now, we need to confirm and reconfirm space, time 
and location with each department for each course each year. The 
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fault does not seem to lie with individual departments, but rather 
with a communication breakdown somewhere along the line. Somehow, 
Registration does not consistently record these designated 
sections. The asterisk (*) which previously appeared in the 
calendar to identify School courses has disappeared. Our efforts to 
correct this have not succeeded. Needless to say, this has caused 
confusion for students, the Departments concerned and for the 
School. We continue to look for ways to remedy this situation. In 
the worst case, some of our students may have to enroll in other 
sections. This is very serious for the integrity of the program. 


In the long run, it would be best for all 
concerned that the School be allocated its own sections and be 
given the autonomy to hire its own faculty (full-time or part- 
time), as is currently done to fill slot courses. The School could 
then work together to structure course content with the respective 
departments in the context of the School program and its special 
needs. At the moment, it has simply become reduced to an 
administrative problem; the substance has disappeared. In the 
current climate of budgetary restraint, the resource implications 
make this objective difficult to work towards. But it must be 
discussed and it must remain a long term goal if we wish to 
consolidate the existing program. This serious issue has arisen in 
the context of the current curriculum. 


This year, SCPA 300 was again taught in the 
first semester jointly by Professors Harold Chorney and Stephen 
Block. Dr. Daniel Salée now teaches the second half of this course 
on "Quebec Society Since the Quiet Revolution", focussing on the 
culture, institutions and history of this period as a context for 
public policy analysis in Quebec. This second half of the course is 
taught in French. 


For the first time, the School offered a slot 
course called "Quantitative Methods for Public Policy", taught by 
Jeff Campbell, Director of Corporate Environment Research, Bell 
Canada and member of the SCPA Advisory Board. This was most 
successful and is a significant addition to the School curriculum. 
We are very grateful to Jeff Campbell for his interest in the 
School. Over the years, Board members have participated in School 
courses in various capacities. 


SCPA 401 (second year) asks students to analyse 
specific policy issues by undertaking case studies of institutions 
directly involved in these issues. Students work closely with 
government departments, the private sector and various interest 
groups. Public forums were held on issues selected this year: 
NAFTA, Aids, Reproductive Technologies, Quebec Inc., and Native 
Self Government. 


SCPA 412 is a quasi internship permitting 
students to study policy formulation in the public, private and 
community sectors by conducting on site research and interviews and 
integrating this in classroom discussion and presentations. Members 


of the School Advisory Board have made Significant contributions to 
this course over the years. 


The SCPA student field trip this year was to 
Washington, D.C. The trip was organized jointly by SCPA students 
and the MPPPA (Political Science). Students met with officials of 
the Canadian Embassy, members of the U.S. Congress, prominent 
academics, industrialists and representatives of various lobby 
groups. Student reports were very enthusiastic. 


Internship 


Thanks to the efforts of Perry Calce, 20 out of 
21 students were placed in the summer of 1993. The range of 
internships remains impressive; the evaluation of School students 


is excellent. This component of our curriculum continues to be 
unambiguously successful. 


Academic Events 


As noted in the general overview above, we 
attach Appendix A which lists the many activities hosted by the 
School during the 1992-93 academic year. 


Budget 


The operating budget of the School was $16,500 
this year. 


While this adequate for the overall operations 
of the School, it was insufficient to purchase new computer 
equipment for student use. The existing equipment needed to be 
replaced during the year. As a result of this capital expenditure, 
the School was unable to balance its budget for the 1992-93 
academic year. 


We continue to assess our financial status as 
new needs arise. 


Board of Advisors 
: We note with deep sadness the death of Vince 
Sirois, member of the Board of Advisors since the founding of the 
School. Vince Sirois was deeply committed to the School; he will be 
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greatly missed. In his memory, Board members, Frank Bradley 
(Canadian Electrical Association) and Jean Pierre Trudel (Sandoz) 
generously offered to donate funds for and to help design a School 
pin and certificate to be presented as the SCPA Prize. These were 
presented this year to Désirée McGraw. We will proceed to Faculty 


Council to have the SCPA Prize renamed the Vince Sirois Prize in 
the future. 


We are pleased to anounce the appointment of 
Professor Duncan Cameron to the Board of Advisors. Duncan Cameron 
is Professor of Political Science, University of Ottawa, editor of 
the Canadian Forum and Chairman of the Canadian Center for Policy 
Alternatives. Professor Cameron has been very involved with the 
School over the years. 


The Board of Advisors continues to make 
important contributions to the academic life of the School. This 
year, Board Members attended or participated in various activities 
including the SCPA 412 seminar and internships. As noted above, 
Jeff Campbell taught a new course in quantitative methods and has 
agreed to do this again in 1993-94. 


Support Staff 


The School has two full-time excellent and 
cooperative support staff, Denise Stobbe and Perry Calce, without 
whom the School would not survive. We are a small unit requiring a 
flexible staff and an open spirit. Both Denise Stobbe and Perry 
Calce assume many roles as the situation arises. They are a 
pleasure to work with always. 


